THE  SUN  AND  THE* SERPENT
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it is probafble that the inspired r^ophet, carrying
/ttie image or standard of thtfjpd at the head of
the army, is alluded to, and^rfo^ndra in person.
These prophets will be referred tofl|Jer.

We find that, on another ocdtsiSn, Havana in-
vaded the dominions of Arjuna Kafevirya, on the
banks of the Narbada, and was himself taken
prisoner.1 In each case the invader could only
have arrived by sea ; and he must have had con-
siderable naval resources to enable him to do so.

Raids, such as these, appear to have been fre-
quent upo^ the coasts of India; and probably
similar descents were made upon the shores of
neighbouring countries.

Ravana,  though  called  in  the  Ramayana a

Rakshas, was an Asura,%a(Jne was doubtless the
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ruler of one of the NagaColonies.    We find that

his grandfather and other members of his family
lived in Patala.2 His great-uncle, Virupaksha,,
called in the Mahabharata the great Asura,3 was
a son of Danu.4 The identity of the Asuras and
the Dravidians has already been referred to.

Virupaksha, who is mentioned in the Grihya
Sutras as a divine being entitled to worship,5 wa^,
according to Buddhist authorities, chief of serpent^

1 Vishnu Purana, IV. xi. 417.

3 Ramayana, Uttara K., Muir, iv. 486.

3 Mahabharata, Adi, Sambhava, p. Ixvii.      * Ib. p. Ixv.

B Sankhayana Grihya Sutras, 14, 18, I.
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